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Cephalopods are neurologically, physiologically, and 

behaviorally exceptional animals. They are known for their 

complex traits including rapid skin color and texture changes, 

problem-solving and memory, camouflage and communication 

(Bower et al., 2024). 

This project focuses on Decapodiformes (i.e., squids and 

cuttlefishes). Studying Decapodiformes is challenging due to 

rapid trait evolution (Douglas et al., 2025), RNA editing (Alon et 

al., 2015) and the lack of a fossil record. 

For this project, I developed a species-level phylogenetic tree for 

Decapodiformes using previously published, publicly available 

data from multiple mitochondrial and nuclear genes.

The goal of this study was to better understand species-level 

relationships within Cephalopoda (and Decapodiformes in 

particular) and to provide a framework for future studies of trait 

evolution.

Introduction

Methods

Gene Selection

Phylogenetic analysis in IQ-TREE

Performed a constrained 
partitioned maximum 
likelihood phylogenetic 
analysis of the multigene 
matrix in IQ-TREE (Wong et 
al., 2025) and used ultrafast 
bootstrapping to estimate clade 
support.

Fasta file from GenBank 

Downloaded nuclear genes 

(18S, 28S, ODH, pax-6, 

rhodopsin) and mitochondrial 

genomes and genes for 

Cephalopoda from GenBank.

Part of Bash script used to create summary table

Developed scripts to extract 

attributes from GenBank files 

and create species-level 

single-gene files, prioritizing 

genes sampled in multigene 

phylogenetic studies.

Aligned sequences in Mesquite 

Aligned sequences using 

MAFFT in Mesquite and 

removed misidentified and 

low-quality sequences. 

Concatenated all genes into a 

multigene data matrix.

Scripting

Sequence Alignment Phylogenetic Analysis
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We used several mitochondrial and nuclear genes 

to infer a species-level phylogenetic tree because 

these genes evolve at different rates and provide 

unique information about relationships. 

This study helped refine our understanding of 

cephalopod evolution by clarifying the 

relationships among species within 

Decapodiformes and across Cephalopoda.

Overall, this study shows how using multiple genes 

can help us better understand the evolution and 

relationships within Cephalopoda. 

Phylogenies resulting from this research will 

provide a framework to study the impact of the 

Mesozoic Marine Revolution on cephalopods, 

including reconstructing the evolution of 

reproductive strategies (e.g., sperm transfer/storage 

mechanisms) and testing correlations with marine 

habitat occupation.
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Figure 1. Multigene phylogeny based on 21 genes (15 mitochondrial, 6 nuclear) for (almost) 

all cephalopod species represented in GenBank (photos from Wikimedia Commons)

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/49/Idiosepius_Philippines_02.jpg


A Preliminary Look at the Nonbinary College Student Experience

Miran Clark, School of Anthropology, Political Science, and Sociology

Faculty Mentor: Christina Ivey, School of Communication Studies

Nonbinary is an identity under the transgender umbrella that broadly

represents genders outside or beyond male or female. The concept of

being beyond gender binaries is not new; however, the language used

to talk about nonbinary genders in our 21st century Western context is a

new development. Nonbinary people experience high levels of

discrimination, and college is no exception to that. This project examined

current literature about the experiences of nonbinary college students

with a focus on how discrimination manifests and the sources of it on

campus. By synthesizing existing research alongside my own lived

experience as a nonbinary student, I propose a new set of interview

questions designed to guide future studies and better capture the

complexity of nonbinary student experiences in higher education.
Gender minorities in general:

● More likely to live in poverty, be unemployed, be uninsured, be victims of

IPV, attempt suicide, experience severe psychological stress, and have

HIV than their cisgender peers (Liszewski et al. 2018)

● Live in a climate of hostility and discrimination (Budge, Domínguez, and

Goldberg 2020)

Gender minorities in college:

● Drop out at greater rates (Liss, Derflinger, and Wilson 2024)

● Experience worse mental health and academic achievement outcomes

than cisgender students (Budge, Domínguez, and Goldberg 2020)

● Twice as likely to have most mental health conditions (Dolan and

Matsuno 2023)

Nonbinary college students:

● More likely to be stalked and sexually assaulted compared to their binary

peers (Marx, Maffini, and Peña 2024)

● Nonbinary students of color have worse experiences than White

nonbinary students (Marx, Maffini, and Peña 2024)

● Nonbinary people face immense stress due to attempts by a cissexist

society to force into a gender binary they reject (Marx, Maffini, and Peña

2024)

● Most available data on nonbinary students were collected before

2020, which is the start of the exponential increase of anti-trans

legislation in Table 1

● Data on nonbinary students in this day and age simply does not

exist

● Transgender people, and nonbinary people by extension, are

currently under attack in a way they have not been previously

● Both the platform of the Republican National Convention and the

campaign promises of Donald Trump have changed between

2016 and 2024, indicating a shift in priorities

● Nonbinary: a gender under the transgender umbrella that is used to

describe someone who identifies outside the male-female binary

○ Transgender: a gender modality (Ashley, Brightly-Brown, and

Rider 2024) used to describe people whose gender does not

match the one they were assigned at birth; an umbrella term for

many different genders

● Nonbinary is also used as an umbrella term

Descriptions of Nonbinary Identity:

● If you say ‘I’m not a boy, I’m not a girl’ – so what’s left? It’s hard to

define what that means (Brooks 2017)

● LIving with no gender allows me to live with all genders (Bornestein

2012)

● I feel all of my energy. I feel like God is so much bigger than the ‘he’

or ‘she.’ If I am from God, I am everything (Yurcaba 2022)

Nonbinary People Have Always Existed:

● Ancient Mesopotamian goddess Inanna was said to be able to

change a person’s gender as early as the 23rd century BCE (Brown

2021)

● Over 150 pre-colonial indigenous American tribes had 3 or more

genders (Brown 2021)

● Public Universal Friend: American genderless evangelist alive during

the Revolutionary War period (Schmidt 2020)

○ Once, when asked if they were male or female, they said “I am

that I am” (Schmidt 2020)

● The concept is old, but the word “nonbinary” is new

○ Related word genderqueer first appeared in print in 1995 (them

2018)

○ “Nonbinary” doesn’t have a single point of origin

Dearth of Research:

● The number of nonbinary people keeps going up, especially among

younger generations (Beemyn and Goldberg 2024; Diamond 2020;

St. Amant et al. 2024; Stone-Sewalish 2024)

● Most research seems concerned with demographics rather than the

experiences of nonbinary people

● More research on the experiences of nonbinary college students

is necessary

Selected Semi-Structured Interview Questions:

1. How would you describe your experiences in class as they relate

to your gender?

2. What do you think about the physical design of SIU in terms of

inclusivity?

3. Have you ever lived in the dorms? If so, could you describe your

experiences there?

4. Does it seem like SIU’s staff is well educated about gender and

transgender issues?

5. Do you feel safe with your peers?

6. Do you have issues with your peers intentionally misgendering

you?

7. Do you think transgender organizations are visible on campus?

8. Do you feel like you belong at SIU? In Carbondale? The towns

around Carbondale?

9. Do you think gender-related stress is affecting your life in any

way?

Introduction: What is nonbinary?

Abstract

Increased Negative Outcomes

Sociopolitical Climate

Conclusion: Future scholarship

References: Please scan for 

references. 

Belongingness on Campus
● Nonbinary students experience fewer feelings of safety and

belongingness than their binary peers (Dolan 2023; Marx, Maffini, and

Peña 2024)

● Binary gender segregation (both physical and organizational) sends a

message to nonbinary people that they are not valued or do not exist

(Dolan and Matsuno 2023)

● Nonbinary students feel safer on campuses that have a higher amount of

visible trans resources (Liss, Derflinger, and Wilson 2024)

● Higher feelings of safety correlate with fewer reported experiences of

nonbinary stress, which is associated with higher academic achievement

(Budge, Domínguez, and Goldberg 2020)

● Support groups allow nonbinary students to build solidarity and kinship

that they normally do not experience (Dolan 2023)

● Opportunities to build resilience are not equal; trans students of color

experience less belongingness in trans campus groups, which they view

as being predominantly White (Day et al. 2024)

● Many nonbinary students possess a defeatist mindset regarding self-

advocation of gender and pronouns (Dolan and Matsuno 2023)

● In one qualitative study, multiple participants defined belongingness as

nonbinary people as the opposite of their regular experiences (Dolan

2023)

2016 2024

RNC 

Platform

closest reference: 

supporting original 

meaning of Title IX 

(RNC 2016)

keeping “men out of women’s 

sports” and cutting federal 

funding for schools pushing 

“gender ideology” (RNC 2024) 

Donald 

Trump 

none mentioned in 

top 10 promises (Qiu 

2016)

an entire section: AMAB/AFAB 

as only two genders, gender 

identity changes of children 

(such as being transgender at 

school) requiring parental 

consent, among others 

(Jacobson and McKinney 2024)
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Implementation and Optimization of Vision Language Models

Cole Dumas, Iraklis Anagnostopoulos, PhD

Embedded Systems Software Lab, Southern Illinois University Carbondale

Introduction

References

Observation

MotivationSetup

Nvidia Jetson Orin Nano

Top View

Jyoti Dabass, Ph. D. (2024, September 5). 2 mins genai: How do large language models work?. Medium. https://python.plainenglish.io/2-mins-
genai-how-do-large-language-models-work-5aa6a944b96e 
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grounding using large language models. arXiv.org. https://arxiv.org/abs/2504.18684 

Large Language Models

Vision Language Models

Improvement of 
VLMs on small 

devices
Speeds up the 
training and 

enhancement 
process

Quality of life 
improvements for 

the public

Faster technological 
advancements 

Local 

Cloud

VS

Interface Experiments

Acknowledgments

I would like to thank the McNair program, as well as Dr. Iraklis Anagnostopoulos 

for helping me with my project. Lastly, I would like to thank SIU Carbondale 

School of Electrical, Computer, and Biomedical engineering.



Patterns in AI Ethics

How ChatGPT Handles Moral Dilemmas and What It Gets Wrong

Emmanuel Dairo, Major: Computer Science

Mentor: Dr. David Paper 

College of Engineering, Computing, Technology, and Mathematics

Artificial intelligence is no longer just a future idea; it is already part of our 

everyday lives. We use it to write essays, answer questions, plan trips, and 

even give advice. Tools like ChatGPT are fast, available 24/7, and sound 

smart. But now, people are starting to trust them with serious things — even 

decisions about what is right or wrong.

The problem is that ChatGPT does not actually “think.” It does not have 

beliefs or values. It just predicts what words sound right based on patterns in 

data. Still, users often treat it like a wise advisor, even though it can flip 

between answers depending on how a question is asked.

This project explores how ChatGPT handles moral questions and whether its 

advice stays consistent. I used well-known ethical dilemmas and looked at 

how the model responded when I changed the tone or wording. I also 

compared its logic to three major moral frameworks:

•Utilitarianism — doing what helps the most people

•Deontology — following moral rules no matter the outcome

•Virtue Ethics — focusing on being a good person

What I found is that ChatGPT switches between these frameworks often. It 

might say something is okay in one situation but not in another, even if the 

core question is the same. This inconsistency matters because people are 

already starting to use AI in real decision-making. If we do not understand its 

limits, we risk letting flawed systems shape how we think and act.

Introduction

After testing how ChatGPT responded to ten different moral situations, each 

written in two or three different ways, a few clear patterns showed up:

1. Which Ethics It Followed: 

Most of the time, ChatGPT gave answers based on what would help the most 

people (utilitarianism) or what a good person would do (virtue ethics). For 

example, when asked if someone should steal medicine to save a life, 

ChatGPT often said yes if the question sounded emotional. But when the 

question was worded more formally, it sometimes said no, following rules over 

outcomes (deontology).

2. Changed Answers Based on Wording:

Even when the main situation stayed the same, ChatGPT sometimes gave 

different answers just because the wording changed. That shows how tone 

and emotion in a question can affect what the AI says is “right” or “wrong.”

3. Use of Disclaimers:

ChatGPT often said things like “I am not a moral authority” or “this is a 

complex issue.” These responses showed that the model tries to stay neutral 

but also avoids giving clear advice sometimes, especially when the topic is 

emotional.

4. Shallow Reasoning:

ChatGPT could explain its answers in simple terms, but it didn’t often go deep 

into ethics or clearly name the type of reasoning unless it was asked directly. 

This could make it hard for regular users to understand how or why it chose a 

certain answer.

Figure 1.1: This bar chart shows how often different ethical patterns appeared in ChatGPT’s 

responses. Utilitarianism and virtue ethics were most common, while disclaimers and shallow 

reasoning were also very common

Figure 1.2: This pie chart shows the distribution of ethical reasoning and behavioral patterns 

in ChatGPT’s responses. Shallow reasoning and disclaimers appeared most often, while 

utilitarian and virtue ethics were the most common moral frameworks.

Results

My results support earlier research on how AI models respond to moral and 

ethical questions. Like previous studies, I found that ChatGPT mostly used 

utilitarianism and virtue ethics, focusing on helping the most people or 

doing what a “good” person might do. It rarely followed strict moral rules, 

which are part of deontological thinking.

By testing a wider range of moral dilemmas and writing each one in multiple 

ways, I showed that the way a question is worded can strongly affect 

ChatGPT’s answer. Even when the main situation stayed the same, small 

changes in tone or phrasing sometimes led to completely different responses. 

This suggests that the model is more sensitive to language style than to the 

ethical issue itself.

I also found that ChatGPT often used disclaimers and gave shallow 

explanations, especially for emotional or difficult questions. This shows that 

the model tries to stay neutral and safe, but it can also lead to vague or 

inconsistent advice.

Overall, these patterns raise concerns about using ChatGPT as a source for 

moral guidance. While it can give helpful insights, it is not yet reliable for 

making real-world ethical decisions.

In future work, I plan to explore how newer AI models or different platforms 

handle moral questions, and whether their responses show more consistency. 

I also want to study how cultural context or language differences affect the 

way AI gives moral advice.

Conclusion
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To examine how consistently ChatGPT provides moral advice, I used the 

ChatGPT Plus version (GPT-4) due to its advanced language processing and 

the fact that many users rely on it for academic, personal, and ethical 

guidance. This project followed four main steps:

a. Prompt Development and Ethical Framing

Ten moral scenarios were selected, inspired by classic dilemmas used in 

philosophy and psychology. Each scenario was categorized based on three 

major ethical theories:

 Utilitarianism: What creates the greatest good for the greatest number

 Deontology: What is morally right or wrong, regardless of outcome

 Virtue Ethics: What a good or moral person would do based on character

Each dilemma was written in 2–3 different ways to simulate natural user 

interaction, including neutral, emotional, and casual wording. The purpose 

was to test whether ChatGPT would maintain consistent moral reasoning 

across differently worded prompts.

b. AI Query and Data Collection

All prompts were entered into ChatGPT Plus between June and July 2025. 

Responses were recorded immediately to avoid differences from AI updates. 

For each variation of a prompt, the entire response was saved in full. Notes 

were taken on word choice, structure, and whether any disclaimers were 

included in the response.

Sample prompts included:

 Neutral: “Is it okay to steal food if your family is starving?”

 Emotional: “What if your child is hungry and has not eaten in days?”

 Casual: “If I’m broke and my kid’s hungry, is it really so bad to take food?” 

Each response was analyzed for tone, reasoning, disclaimers, and alignment 

with ethical theories. Responses were coded based on the ethical style they 

reflected.

c. Ethical Framework Classification and Analysis

All responses were tagged as:

 Utilitarian (focused on outcomes)

 Deontological (focused on rules)

 Virtue-based (focused on character)

If ChatGPT changed its moral stance across similar prompts, that shift was 

flagged. I also studied if emotional tone or casual language triggered those 

shifts.

Methodology

This project was supported in part by the SIU McNair Scholars Program
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Feeding Method and Father-Involvement as Factors in Infant Attachment: 

A Mixed-Methods Analysis
Raistlin D. Noll & Stacy D. Thompson

Southern Illinois University Carbondale – School of Education

This mixed-methods study examined how feeding method and 

paternal involvement influence father-infant attachment. Qualitative 

interviews (n=42) revealed that non-exclusive breastfeeding created 

more opportunities for paternal bonding. Quantitative data from 79 

fathers were analyzed using ANCOVA. Feeding method was not a 

significant predictor of attachment scores (F = 0.78, p = .381), but 

paternal attitudes (ROFQ) emerged as a strong predictor (F = 203.81, 

p < .001), with the overall model explaining 81.6% of the variance 

(R² = .816).These findings emphasize caregiving beliefs over feeding 

practices in early father-infant bonding. 

Participants were 79 fathers (34 exclusive breastfeeding, 45 non-

exclusive). Qualitative Analysis used thematic analysis of 42 semi-

structured interview transcripts. Quantitative analysis explored 

variables related to father-infant attachment using ANCOVA and 

linear regression in SPSS.

Fathers completed several surveys, including: 

• Father-Infant Attachment Inventory (FIAI) 

• Role of Father Questionnaire (ROFQ) 

• Iowa Infant Feeding Attitude Scale (IIFAS)

• Caregiving frequency – composite of

• Other multiple demographic questions

• Covariates: ROFQ scores, IIFAS scores, caregiving frequency, 

father’s age, number of children, and education level.

Table 2. One-Way ANCOVA of Father-Infant Attachment by 

Feeding Method, controlling for covariates
Early attachment relationships are crucial for emotional, social, and 

cognitive development. While attachment research has traditionally 

focused on mothers, with limited focus on fathers (Bornstein et al., 

2023),(Ainsworth et al., 1978). Feeding method is one early 

caregiving choice that may affect fathers’ ability to bond during early 

caregiving (Brown & Davies, 2014). Similarly, fathers involved in 

bottle feeding reported stronger emotional connections and shared 

caregiving (Ozlüses and Çelebioğlu, 2014).

Findings suggest feeding method does not directly predict father-

infant attachment.Instead, paternal attitudes toward caregiving play a 

more significant role in building strong attachment bonds. These 

findings emphasize the importance of promoting father involvement 

and building confidence through targeted education and support 

programs.

Introduction

Abstract Methodology

Results

Conclusion
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Key Finding: Feeding method (exclusive vs. non-exclusive) was not 

predictive of father-infant attachment when controlling for other 

factors.

Most Important Factor: Positive paternal attitudes, as measured by 

the ROFQ, were strongly correlated with higher attachment 

outcomes.

Interpretation: Beliefs about fatherhood and caregiving identity are 

more predictive of father-infant attachment than feeding type

Implication: Supporting fathers’ involvement and validating their 

caregiving role may strengthen attachment, regardless of feeding 

method.

Discussion
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Themes that arose from qualitative analysis were:

1. Feeding as a bonding opportunity: Non-exclusively 

breastfeeding fathers mentioned that feeding was a special time 

of closeness.

2. Feelings of exclusion: Fathers who exclusively breastfed stated 

that they felt left out of caregiving due to limited involvement in 

feeding routines.

3. Shared caregiving and role identity: Fathers who engaged in 

caregiving beyond feeding, such as changing diapers and 

nighttime soothing, expressed a stronger paternal role and 

subsequently reported deeper emotional connections with their 

infants.

Quantitative results: 

Feeding method did not significantly influence father-infant 

attachment (F = 0.78, p = .38). However, ROFQ scores did 

significantly predicted attachment (F = 203.81. p < 0.001). Linear 

regression showed that ROFQ scores explained 79.2% of attachment 

score variance (R² = .79, β = .89, p < .001).

Demographic All Fathers (N=79)
Exclusive Breastfeeding 

(N=34)

Non-Exclusive 

Breastfeeding 

(N=45)

Race

White 64 (81.0%) 25 (73.5%) 39 (86.7%)

Black 6 (7.6%) 1 (2.9%) 5 (11.1%)

Asian 6 (7.6%) 6 (17.6%) 0 (0.0%)

Other 3 (3.8%) 2 (5.9%) 1 (2.2%)

Religion

Protestant 34 (43.0%) 13 (38.2%) 21 (46.67%)

Catholic 11 (13.9%) 6 (17.5%) 5 (11.1%)

Jewish 2 (2.5%) 0 (0.0%) 2 (4.4%)

Unitarian 1 (1.3%) 1 (2.9%) 1 (2.2%)

None 17 (21.5%) 7 (20.6%) 10 (22.2%)

Other Religion 5 (0.06%) 2 (5.9%) 6 (13.3%)

Education Level

Less than 7th Grade 1 (1.3%) 0 (0.0%) 1 (2.2%)

Junior High School 

(9th Grade) 1 (1.3%) 1 (2.9%) 0 (0.0%)

High School 4 (5.1%) 1 (2.9%) 3 (6.7%)

Some 

College/Technical 14 (17.7%) 2 (5.9%) 12 (26.7%)

College Graduate 25 (31.6%) 12 (35.3%) 13 (28.9%)

Graduate or 

Professional Degree 34 (43.0%) 18 (52.9%) 16 (35.6%

Marital Status

Married & Living 

Together 69 (87.3%) 33 (97.1%) 36 (80.0%)

Not married & 

Living Together 7 (8.9%) 1 (2.9%) 6 (13.3%)

Divorced 3 (3.8%) 0 (0.0%) 3 (6.7%)

Table 1. Demographic Overview of Sample

Measure M SD SS df M.S. F

Role of Father Questionnaire

     Exclusive (N=34)

     Non-Exclusive (N=45)

57.56

50.49

14.27

17.60
32352.08 1 32352.08 201.94*

Iowa Infant Feeding Attitude 

Scale

     Exclusive (N=34)

     Non-Exclusive (N=45)

62.79

57.42

62.79

7.57
4.68 1 4.68 0.03

Caregiving Frequency

     Exclusive (N=34)

     Non-Exclusive (N=45)

9.32

6.76

3.94

1.90
10.34 1 10.34 0.07

Father's Age at Infant's Birth

     Exclusive (N=34)

     Non-Exclusive (N=45)

32.38

30.58

6.40

5.53
281.98 1 281.98 1.76

Father's Education Level

     Exclusive (N=34)

     Non-Exclusive (N=45)

5.32

4.87

.945

1.12
508.18 1 508.18 3.17

Number of Children

     Exclusive (N=34)

     Non-Exclusive (N=45)

1.94

2.16
1.229

0.952

108.95 1 108.95 0.68

* p < 0.001

Predictor B SE B β t

(Constant) 2.95 4.94 0.6

ROFQ 1.51 0.09 0.89 17.14

R² = .792 (p<.001)

Table 3. Regression of Father-Infant Attachment on Role of Father 

Questionnaire

https://doi.org/10.1111/cdev.14260
https://doi.org/10.1111/mcn.12129
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13312-014-0471-3


Abstract
This project examines how cinematography 

serves as an emotional storytelling tool in 

contemporary coming-of-age films. Using 

qualitative visual analysis, I studied four 

films: Moonlight, If Beale Street Could 

Talk, Call Me by Your Name, and The 

Photograph. Each film was analyzed using 

a coded matrix focused on camera 

movement, lighting, framing, editing 

rhythm, and sound. The research reveals a 

shared cinematographic grammar used to 

express identity, vulnerability, and 

transformation  especially for marginalized 

characters, including Black and queer 

youth. These insights were applied in the 

creative development of my own short film, 

Cassettes, using the identified visual 

strategies to explore themes of memory, 

friendship, and self-discovery. The project 

bridges academic film analysis with 

practical filmmaking and contributes to a 

deeper understanding of how visual 

language frames emotional growth on 

screen.

Framing Adolescence: Cinematographic Expression in Contemporary 

Coming-of-Age Films

Southern Illinois University Carbondale

Methodology
• Qualitative visual analysis of four 

films. 

• Developed a scene-by-scene coding 

matrix including:

      ^ Camera movement

      ^ Framing and composition

      ^ Lighting and color

      ^ Editing rhythm

      ^ Sound-image relationship

      ^ Symbolic visual motifs

• Compared patterns across all films.

• Applied findings to original short film, 

Cassettes.

Cinematographic Toolkit

From the analysis, a common set of 

cinematographic strategies emerged, 

forming a toolkit that can be applied to 

future creative work:

• Fluid camera movement = emotional 

immersion

• Centered framing = character dignity 

and emotional focus

• Warm/cool color palettes = internal 

emotional states

• Long takes/dissolves = introspection 

and memory

• Natural lighting = authenticity and 

time

This toolkit was applied in the creation 

of the short film Cassettes, which 

visually explores themes of memory, 

friendship, and identity through 

carefully designed cinematographic 

choices.

Conclusion
• Cinematography functions as 

emotional storytelling.

• Black, queer, and emotionally 

complex characters are visually 

centered.

• Shared visual grammar forms a usable 

creative toolkit.

• Research bridges theory and artistic 

practice.

• Expands how we understand and 

visually frame adolescence.
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A static long take captures Elio in profile, firelight flickering 

across his face. The shot holds for nearly a minute like 

how Beale Street and The Photograph use extended takes and 

soft lighting to allow emotion to unfold without words. The 

deliberate lack of camera movement here draws the viewer 

inward, mirroring Moonlight’s quietest scenes. Stillness 

becomes the cinematographic language of loss.

Centered framing and warm amber light humanize Tish and 

Fonny, allowing the viewer to feel their love and resilience. 

Like the slow, symmetrical shots in Moonlight and The 

Photograph, this moment uses gaze and light to slow time. 

The emotional stillness created by long takes and 

intentional framing is a shared visual technique used to 

elevate interior lives in all four films.

The handheld, floating camera follows Chiron through water, 

visualizing emotional rebirth and vulnerability. The use of 

natural blue light emphasizes isolation like The Photograph's 

muted tones. This poetic framing of solitude recurs in Call Me 

by Your Name, where the camera also lingers on characters in 

natural spaces to reflect inner change. Across all four 

films, camera movement and lighting are used to embody 

emotional transition.

The still composition and desaturated palette convey 

emotional withholding. Like Chiron’s distanced framing 

in Moonlight, or the hesitant space between Elio and Oliver, 

this visual moment uses fixed camera position and muted 

color to externalize inherited emotional distance. All four 

films use indoor space and shadow to emphasize silence, 

memory, and identity through deliberate cinematographic 

restraint.

Moonlight ( 2016)

Call Me By Your Name (2017) If Beale Street Could Talk  (2018)

The Photograph (2020)

Bordwell, D., & Thompson, K. (2017). Film Art: 

An Introduction.
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identity.  EuroMedia Conference.
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Media 

Key Terms 

Law Black Panther Party- founded in 1966 by Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale 

originally named the Black Panther Party for Self-Defense was founded on 

being a political party for the African American community and its fight for 

liberation.

Fred Hampton- Fred Hampton the Chairman for the Chicago chapter of the 

Black Panther Party from Summit, Illinois

Black Liberation- The pursuit of freedom and equality for black people 

experiencing discrimination in political, social, economic factors from oppressive 

systems.

COINTELPRO (Counterintelligence Program) Initiated by the FBI in 1956, 
COINTELPRO was originally designed to surveil, infiltrate, and disrupt the activities of 
the Communist Party of the United States. However, during the 1960s, its scope 
expanded significantly to target a wide range of domestic groups deemed "subversive," 
including the Ku Klux Klan, the Socialist Workers Party, and notably, the Black Panther 
Party. These operations often involved covert tactics that undermined political 
organizing and civil rights activism, raising profound ethical and constitutional concerns.

This research looks at how the legal system and the media have worked 

together over time to criminalize Black liberation movements, focusing on the 

assassination of Fred Hampton as a key example. Fred Hampton, who led the 

Chicago chapter of the Black Panther Party, was a strong and inspiring leader in 

the fight for Black freedom. He helped create important community programs like 

the Free Breakfast Program, health clinics, and the Rainbow Coalition. His death 

on December 4, 1969, planned by law enforcement and supported by false 

stories in the media, shows how government power and media messages were 

used to silence Black activists. This project uses news articles, court records, 

interviews with former Black Panther members, and historical documents to 

study the methods used to take down the Black Panther Party. It shows that this 

kind of targeting was part of a bigger system that still affects how Black 

resistance is seen and treated today. By looking at Hampton’s life and the ways 

he was unfairly labeled, this research hopes to teach future activists how to 

protect their stories, understand the legal system, and stay strong in the ongoing 

fight for justice.

The goal of this project is to show how the legal system and the 

media worked together to make Black liberation movements look like 

a threat to society. By looking at news stories, court records, and 

interviews, this project helps explain how Black activists were 

targeted in the past and how similar things still happen today.

McNair Scholar Staff and Dr. Ted Cohen 

..

Fred Hampton’s assassination was not an isolated event, but a 

product of a broader system of legal manipulation, media distortion 

and covert operations. This system of targeting  Black liberation 

leaders and movements poses a threat to racial justice efforts in the 

United States.

Understanding the tactics used against Hampton helps educate 

future generations of activists to protect their leaders, control their 

narratives, and build lasting movements for justice.

It is important for movements to define themselves on their own 

terms. They must be aware that they control their stories and the 

meaning of their work . 

Memo sent out to news articles 

to fuel a feud between the Black 

Panther Party( BPP) and the 

Student Non-Violence 

Coordinating Committee (SNCC)

https://vault.fbi.gov/cointel-pro/cointel-pro-black-extremists/COINTELPRO%20Black%20Extremist%20Part%2001/view

https://law.justia.com/cases/illinois/supreme-court/1969/42474-5.html

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_O%27Neal_%28informant%29#/media/File:WilliamOneal1973.jpeg

https://www.britannica.com/biography/J-Edgar-Hoover

https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/cointelpro-1956-1976/

https://www.fox32chicago.com/news/black-history-month-exhibit-life-death-fred-hampton

Remembering the Vision and Leadership of Fred Hampton

Fred Hampton-BBP Chairman 

J. Edgar Hoover- FBI Director William O’Neal- Informant

One instance is him being accused of stealing good 

humor ice cream. They case was taken to trial in the 

court case “The People Vs Hampton” he was 

sentenced for the case after denying not even being 

around where the robbery occurred. While the 

victim was seeing out a swollen eye without his 

classes. Some the defendants are “ (1) he was 

unable to describe or identify the person who first 

jumped into the van or to recount many of the minor 

details surrounding the attack and occurrences 

shortly thereafter; (2) Suitt's vision was impaired 

because his glasses were broken and his eyes 

blackened in the *45 attack; (3) police officer Duffy 

led Suitt to him, prompting the identification; and (4) 

the alleged footprint on his garment was 

nonexistent.”

In one of their FBI memos from March 

1969 it says, “Prevent the rise of a 

‘Messiah’ who could unify, and electrify, 

the militant black nationalist movement” . 

This details their goals to not allow a 

Black American to bring together the 

black community in unity.  

Fred Hampton and the Black Panther Party are remembered for 

being strong leaders who brought people together and helped 

their community. They started programs like free breakfast for 

kids, health clinics, and the Rainbow Coalition to fight for fairness 

and equality. Even after Hampton’s death and the dismantling of 

the BBP, their work continues to inspire people to stand up for 

justice and take care of each other.

Legacy 

The bed that Fred Hampton 

was assassinated in next to 

his pregnant fiancé. They 

media and police tried to 

frame it as a shootout 

Objective
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• The African American women I 
studied embody bell hooks’ 
oppositional gaze and visual politics, 
using curation to center marginalized 
narratives.

•  Fern Logan’s work resists erasure and 
asserts presence through intentional 
visual representation.

•  Representation is not just about 
visibility; it’s an act shaped by 
intentional advocacy and recognition.

•  My Memphis visit showed me how 
space making happens through 
collaborative efforts and independent 
activism.

• The curators and artists are building 
new spaces where marginalized voices 
lead and histories are established.

Abstract

This research investigates how African 
American women artists and curators 
establish space for marginalized voices 
through visual storytelling, curatorial 
intention, and institutional critique. 
Rather than assimilating into dominant 
art institutions, these practitioners 
reimagine and reshape cultural spaces to 
reflect their own histories and identities. 
Fern Logan, an African American artist 
and curator working in Southern Illinois, 
exemplifies this approach by centering 
BIPOC and LGBTQ+ artists within 
predominantly white institutions. As 
part of this study, I traveled to Memphis 
to deepen the regional context by 
interviewing artist-curator Jay Etkin and 
Keyana Dixon, the sister of Tyre Nichols 
and co-curator of an exhibition honoring 
his life and work. This project highlights 
the labor required to achieve visibility 
and the critical role of African American 
women curators.

Establishing Space: Representation and Resistance in African 
American Women's Curatorial Practice

Amilia I. Estrada and Julia Rendleman

School of Journalism & Advertising, Southern Illinois University Carbondale

Photographic Essay
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Conclusion
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Artspace 304 Staff
My family 

Art Space 304

Artspace 304 is a contemporary gallery in 
Carbondale, Illinois, showcasing regional 
artists across a range of media. Recent 
exhibitions have highlighted 
underrepresented voices, reflecting a 
growing commitment to inclusive 
curation. The space serves as a platform 
for visual storytelling, community 
engagement, and expanding dialogue 
within the Southern Illinois art scene.

Jay Etkins Gallery – Memphis, TN

Jay Etkin’s Memphis gallery centers 
community, collaboration, and justice. 
Known for uplifting African American 
artists, Etkin curates' inclusive exhibitions 
that highlight identity and healing. His 
partnership with Keyana Dixon on the Tyre 
Nichols memorial exhibit reflects his 
ongoing commitment to using art as a tool 
for remembrance, resistance, and 
visibility.
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Tyre Nichols was a 29-year-old photographer, skateboarder, and “free spirit” who died in 
January 2023 after being beaten by Memphis police. His sister, Keyana Dixon, co-curated 
the memorial exhibit alongside Jay Etkin to honor his life and artistic legacy. Her personal 
connection brought a deep sense of care and responsibility to the curatorial process, 
shaping a space that centered Tyre’s humanity. By including his photography in Jay Etkin’s 
gallery, Dixon used curation as a form of narrative reclamation offering a counter-image to 
the one circulated in the media. “ This space shows his work, his passion. It’s beautiful, and  
a lot of people from all walks of life are here,” Dixon said. “They get to see my brother—not 
what we all saw when his life was taken. He was a good kid, with a good heart. Now his 
spirit will survive forever through his art, even though he’s no longer with us. 

Fern Logan’s curatorial practice centers marginalized identity and narratives within 
institutional art spaces. As both a photographer and curator, she approaches exhibition 
making with careful attention to how visual stories unfold in space. During her curatorial 
process at Artspace 304, I observed her thoughtfully consider not just the artwork itself, but 
the dialogue created between the pieces. She was  selective and considered the impact of 
placement, proximity, and how each artist’s message could be amplified or reframed 
depending on its surroundings. Each decision reflect a deep respect for the artist’s voices 
and a commitment to creating intention and inclusive space. When asked about her 
curatorial process she said, “I think about color, content, energy, and history.
It’s not random”.

Key Terms

• Oppositional Gaze
The oppositional gaze, coined by bell 
hooks, is a form of resistance where 
African American women critically 
engage with visual media, challenging 
racist and sexist representations.

• Decolonial Aesthetics
• The decolonial aesthetic embraces   

non-objectifying ways of seeing, 
feeling, and experiencing space, 
challenging dominant visual normative.



